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"Was yet m Its infancy, tod fo much lefs than it now iss we have been able   Chapter 33,
to'diminifh the national debts fo much already, what may we not hope for
in .regard to a more fpeedy and fenfible difcharge of them for the future,
now the finking fund is fo greatly inereafed, and our public credit in- fo
flourifhing a condition *."

Such was the fubfLance of this .remarkable report, which was carried by  April 8tL
^43 againft 77 -f%    It was prcfented to the king, and drew a favourable an-   April icth.'
Twer, expreffing his extreme fatisfafti'on for the removal of groundless jea-
lonfies and apprehenfions, for the happy effects to be derived from the flou-
rifhing ftate of public credit, for the provifion made for the gradual difcharge
of the national debt, and concluded by obferving, " You may be allured,
it fhall be my particular care and ffcudy to maintain and preferve the public
credit, and to improve the finking fund, and to avoid all occafions of laying
any new burthens upon the people |."

The effeds of the report, both at home and abroad, were incalculably be-
neficial, to the credit of the minifter. Whatever were the opinions of indivi-
duals, whatever might be the cavils of thofe who oppofed government, the
ftatement of the minifter was approved by more than two thirds of the na-
tional reprefmtativeS} qffemhled in parliament, and w-as^ foletnnly fanffioned by th&
king. At home the difcontents vifibly fubfided; abroad the national credit
was eftafolifhed on ftronger grounds than ever. It was jDroved^ in oppofition
to the clamours of the difaiefted, that the kingdom could fupport the ex-
pences of a war. France courted our alliance with redoubled ardour; Spain
was confirmed in her wilhes for peace; the Emperor and Ruffia fhrunk from %
a conteft with Great Britain; and the diipatches from Pifis, Seville, and
Vienna, {ufficiently announced the weight 'and influence which the counfels .
of England had gaihfed by the opinion, which now generally prevailed in
favour of her finances.

In this feffion occurred one of thofe difficult and critical cafes, in which
Walpole was reduced to the neceffity of complying with the will of the
fbvereign, contrary to his own judgment, or of refigning. Great complaints
had been made of the deficiency of the civil lift, and upon an exaininatioil
of the revenue officers, a motion wa& made by Scrope, fecretaty to the trea- April #34
fury, that the fum of ^. 11^,000 be granted to his rnajefty, not as a defi-
cieiicy, but as an arrean It appeared that there was no deficiency, yet the
houfe rejeded *a niotibri for a fefet cOriiffiitt^e, and paflfed the aft, by a
majority- of 241 againft 115. In the lords, the bill met with; ftrenuous
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